
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  

ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL 
EAGLE NEWSLETTER 
Back to School Edition 

August 2016 

IMPORTANT DATES 
8/8  Soccer Practice begins 
8/8-10 Mat-Su Central will be @ St. John’s 
8/15  Lunch Menu available online 
8/18  Back to School Get-together 6:00–7:30 pm 
8/22  1st Day of School 
8/23  Preschool I begins 
8/24  Preschool II begins 
8/25  Birthday Lunch Day 
9/2  Early Dismissal, 1:30 
9/5  No School – Labor Day 
9/6   Back to School Night, 7:00 
 

Dear St. John’s Families, 

Where did the summer go? It is hard to believe that we are just two 
weeks away from the start of a new school year, but here we are. In this 
edition of the Eagle Newsletter you will find lots of important information 
pertaining to the events of the next few weeks and the start of school. 
As the school year progresses I think you will find the Eagle Newsletter 
to be an important means of communication between your family and St. 
John’s School. Newsletters will be sent home via email and will also be 
available on our website. 

Please read on for all of the latest news and some important changes that 
you should take note of …. 



A Few Notes about Upcoming Dates 
Soccer Season: We will begin practices on Aug. 8th and we will continue with a 
M-W-F, 3:30-5:00 schedule until school starts. We will only be fielding a Middle 
School team this year, Grades 4-8. We will make some slight adjustments as we 
get into our school schedule. Practices will be held at Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, just like last year. Kali has begun scheduling games and as soon as we have 
it nailed down, it will be forwarded to you along with team paperwork. 

Mat-Su Central School: Tisha and crew from Mat-Su Central will be at St. 
John’s on Mon. 8/8 from 9:00-5:00 and then on Tues. and Wed. from 11:00-5:00 to 
assist families who would like to enroll their students with Mat-Su Central. You 
don’t need an appointment so just show up when it is convenient for you and they 
will help you develop an ILP for each of the students your are enrolling. Plan for it 
to take about an hour or so. 

Below is the information I received from Tisha. I thought you would find this help-
ful to know before you come to St. John’s.  
 

Parents should be prepared to design a minimum of 4 classes that fit their lifestyle 
and the interests of their child.  These classes are graded, but they should not feel 
burdensome.     
 

We do have technology available for families (Mac Air (~$1200), IPAD (~470), and 
Chrome Book (~320).  These can be requested at the ILP meeting, but will need to 
be picked-up at a later date at Mat-Su Central.  The funds for these items are 
taken out directly from the $2200 allotment. 
	  

Regarding technology… Due to the age of our current laptops and the cost of re-
placing them, it would be helpful if students in 3rd grade and up used a portion of 
their allotment to get a piece of the technology that they offer. While it is cer-
tainly up to you, I would recommend something that has a keyboard, like the 
Chromebook, as it will make it easier for the student to use at school. If you 
choose not to enroll your student with Mat-Su Central we will still have some lap-
tops here at school and of course it is our hope to purchase some new Chromebooks 
as we are able. 
 
Lunch: The August and September lunch form will be available on our website be-
ginning Aug. 15th. This year’s lunch chef will be Danielle Hartman and I know she’ll 
do a great job. Again this year, we will have two lunchtimes. The schedule for 
lunch, pullouts and Hours will be sent home soon. 

Bring Your Supplies: On Thursday, Aug. 18th we will be at school from 6:00-7:30 
pm. This is an opportunity for you and your students to bring all of their supplies to 
school in advance of the first day, visit their classrooms, and see all of our changes. 



Cups, Kleenex, and reams of paper can be dropped off in the office. This is also a 
great time to pay your tuition and turn in your student’s lunch form. J 

First Day of School: Please take note that the first day of school is on a Monday 
this year - August 22nd. The church bells will ring at 8:15. School doors will open at 
this time and students may come in! Parents, please feel free to walk your students 
to their classroom on this first day of school to help them get settled. Teachers 
will plan to begin class NLT 8:30 on this day and we kindly ask parents to plan to 
leave their student’s classroom by this time. Kindergarten-3rd grade students should 
line up at the back door. Students in 4th-8th grade will line up at the front door. 

Preschool: Preschool I will begin on Aug. 23rd at 8:30 and end at 11:30. Preschool 
II will begin on Wed., Aug. 24th at 8:30. Some of our Preschoolers will be partici-
pating in our all-day program offered on M-W-F’s and will eat lunch in the church 
basement.  

We still have room in our Preschool II class so please tell your friends and 
neighbors if they are looking for that special spot for their Preschooler to have 
fun and learn at the same time. 

Birthday Lunch: On the last Thursday of each month we will celebrate the birth-
days of all students born in that month with cake or cupcakes along with a rousing 
rendition of Happy Birthday sung to them by their fellow students. During the 
month of August we will also celebrate any summer birthdays. Providing the birth-
day treats is another way to get those volunteer hours. J 

Labor Day Holiday:  In observance of Labor Day weekend, students will be re-
leased at 1:30 on Friday Sept. 2nd and there will be No School on Monday Sept. 5th. 

Back to School Night: Parents, this night is for you!!  At Back to School Night on 
Sept. 6th, you will have the opportunity to meet with your student’s teacher and 
become acquainted with important classroom procedures and expectations. The first 
classroom session will begin at 7:00 pm with the ringing of the school bell. For your 
convenience, each teacher will also hold a second session beginning at 7:25. Mrs. 
Macalino and I will be in the office to address any questions or concerns that you 
may have that don’t directly pertain to the classroom. Students are welcome to 
play on the playground during this time.  

Other Important News 
Parking Lot Protocol: As our school continues to grow, we are experiencing a lot 
of cars in the parking lot at the beginning and the end of the school day. This year 
we will have a parking lot monitor to ensure that all of our kids remain safe during 
these times of drop-off and pick-up. Additionally we will not be allowing the riding 
of bikes in the parking lot after school.  



Parents are asked to follow the cones placed in the parking lot when dropping off 
and picking up students. This route ensures that vehicles do not have to back up. If 
you must accompany your student(s) into the school you may only park on the North 
side of the parking lot (by the garage). Parking anywhere else in the mornings will 
interrupt the flow of traffic. 

If you will be arriving early to pick up your student and plan to park in the after-
noon, please be sure to back your vehicle into the parking space. Thank you for 
your attention to this important safety matter. 

Payments: Please plan to pay your tuition and lunch fees on or before Aug. 22nd. 
You may stop by the school to make your payments or just put them in the mail. 
For the remainder of the school year, tuition and lunch fees are considered late if 
not received by the 10th of the month and late fees may apply. 

New this year…  
• We now have a credit card swiper in the Office, about time huh? No longer 

will you need to wait while I type in all of the info. that is required. J 
 

• You may also make a payment online at www.sjocs.org. Just be sure to desig-
nate if it is for tuition, lunch or something else.  

Before and After School Care: We will plan to offer before and after school 
care this year for any students in PSII and older. You may drop your student(s) off 
at 7:30 in the morning and After Care will run until 5:00 pm. If you are interested, 
please call the school for more information and the cost. 

Family Lunch Day: Our first Family Lunch Day will be on Wed. Oct. 12th. Family 
members are invited to join their students for lunch and Hours on this day. You 
should plan to arrive approximately 10 minutes before your student’s lunchtime to 
find your seats. Students will join you when they arrive. Hours will begin at 12:45, 
please join them if you can. We have decided not to have a Family Lunch Day in 
September so as to allow our young students to get into a good school routine.   

Summer Upgrades: During the summer months we have been so busy! Our Middle 
School students will now have two full-size classrooms: one for the 5th/6th graders 
and one for our 7th/8th graders. 

Dress Code: A few reminders about appropriate attire for school…. 
• Shorts may be worn from the first day of school until the last day of Sep-

tember. Remember no gym shorts, please. 
• Only closed toe shoes may be worn to school – safety over fashion J  
• Modesty is always the right choice 
• No sweatpants  
• Please no clothing that is ripped, torn or dirty 
• Hats may not be worn in the school building during school hours  



• Spirit wear is encouraged on Wed. and Fri. but is welcome any day of the 
week 

VSP Opportunities: If you are able to assist with classroom set-up before the 
start of the school year please contact the school office to coordinate times. Other 
VSP opportunities will be sent home with a sign up sheet in the beginning weeks of 
school. We will ask you to fill out the sign up sheet and bring it back to the office 
on Back to School Night. 

 
St. John’s School Staff for 2016-2017 

I am very excited about our staff this year; St. John’s School has been blessed 
with a fantastic group of dedicated educators. I know I speak for all of us when I 
say that we feel privileged that you have chosen St. John’s School to teach and 
mentor your precious children during the coming school year.  

Keep us in your prayers as we strive to do our best, 

Mrs. Streff 
 
Principal    Lynn Streff 

Administrative Assistant   Diana Truelson 

Office Manager   Kali Macalino 

Kindergarten   Betsy Dunaway, Mary Truelson, and Kim Medders 

1st Grade    Cara Fluetes 

2nd Grade    Doreen Doughtery and Aniela Humphries 

3rd/4th Grade   Denise Ray and Rebecca Raso (classroom aide) 

5th/6th Grade   Andrea Stiehr and Laura Frizelle 

7th/8th Grade               Bethany Dunaway 

PE     Josiah Streff 

Art     Danielle Dunaway and Meghan Jones 

Music           Jessica Kies 

Preschool I and II         Laura Frizelle and Colleen Polson 

 
 
 


